
 

 

April 5, 2023 

 

The Honorable Antony Blinken 
Secretary of State 
U.S. Department of State 

2201 C Street NW 
Washington, DC 20520 

Francisco O. Mora, PhD  
Ambassador to the Organization of American 
States 

U.S. Mission to the OAS 
2201 C Street, NW, Room 5914 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

 

 

Dear Secretary Blinken and Ambassador Mora, 

 

We believe that multilateral organizations play a crucial role in international diplomacy, providing 

a platform for constructive dialogue and cooperation to help advance common goals such as the 

defense of democratic institutions and human rights, the promotion of peace and security, and the 

fight against corruption, among other objectives. To effectively fulfill their mission, the leadership 

of these organizations must abide by basic ethical standards and be held accountable for any 

wrongdoing that could weaken the legitimacy or undermine the mission of the organizations over 

which they preside. 

 

For these reasons, we appreciate that the US and its regional partners are supporting an independent 

investigation into the most recent allegations of ethical breaches and wrongdoing that may have 

been committed by Organization of American States (OAS) Secretary General Luis Almagro. This 

ethics probe currently underway at the OAS signals a constructive step towards greate r 

accountability for unethical conduct at the highest level of this preeminent regional organization. 

However, we feel this investigation is wholly insufficient in its scope. Indeed, several other highly 

credible allegations that involve far more egregious and damaging acts of wrongdoing have come 

to our attention. We believe it is imperative for the administration to immediately support 

investigations into these additional allegations, which we will briefly summarize here:  

 

● In 2018, top officials at the now-defunct, OAS-sponsored Mission Against Corruption and 

Impunity in Honduras (MACCIH) resigned from their posts and publicly accused Mr. 

Almagro of abandoning the MACCIH and undermining its work at a moment when it was 

facing serious attacks and being prevented from carrying out its mandate by the coun try’s 

ruling party. MACCIH officials also asserted that Mr. Almagro had an “impunity pact” 

with the controversial former president of Honduras Juan Orlando Hernández, who now 

sits in a Manhattan jail awaiting trial on drug-trafficking and weapons charges.  

 

https://apnews.com/article/latin-america-world-news-f6edeaadb6920d87fb60909dfdd41a5a
https://apnews.com/article/latin-america-world-news-f6edeaadb6920d87fb60909dfdd41a5a
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/02/16/world/americas/honduras-corruption-panel.html
https://twitter.com/JuaJimenezMayor/status/964331815837274112?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E964331815837274112&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.elheraldo.hn%2Fpais%2F1152749-466%2Fpor-diferencias-con-luis-almagro-juan-jim%25C3%25A9nez-mayor-renuncia-a-la-maccih
https://humanrightscommission.house.gov/sites/humanrightscommission.house.gov/files/documents/4.%20The%20MACCIH%20Monitor%2C%20Issue%204.pdf
https://www.reuters.com/world/americas/us-judge-orders-ex-honduras-president-detained-drugs-weapons-charges-2022-04-22/
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In addition, MACCIH officials expressed alarm at the handling of the Mission’s finances 

by the Secretary General’s office and the former head of the MACCIH noted that several 

of the Mission’s employees hired by Mr. Almagro were based in Washington and were not 

involved in the Mission’s work, raising concerns about potential payroll fraud.  

 

● In October 2019, Mr. Almagro and other senior OAS officials made statements suggesting 

that electoral fraud had taken place during Bolivia’s presidential election, a claim that 

fueled a major political crisis and the forced removal of the country’s elected president. 

Various expert studies debunked these fraud allegations, leading OAS members and US 

Members of Congress to call for an independent review of the OAS claims. However, Mr. 

Almagro has ignored these appeals and instead engaged in ad hominem attacks against the 

authors of these studies as well as the New York Times, which published the results of one 

such study.   

 

● In 2020, Mr. Almagro abruptly refused to renew the contract of the executive secretary of 

the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR), Paulo Abrão, despite the fact 

that the IACHR commissioners had unanimously decided to extend his mandate. 

Almagro’s decision was denounced by human rights leaders and characterized as an attack 

on the “independence and autonomy” of the commission by the members of the IACHR 

itself.   

 

Within the region’s human rights community, Mr. Almagro’s action was widely suspected 

to have been carried out on behalf of regional governments that resented the Commission’s 

denunciations of human rights violations within their jurisdictions. Although Almagro 

cited worker complaints to justify his decision, the OAS’s  administrative tribunal 

questioned their veracity and ruled that Abrão had been unfairly removed. As 

compensation for moral, professional and personal damages, the tribunal ordered the OAS 

to award Abrão 12 months of back wages.   

 

Following this ruling, Abrão told the Associated Press that his removal from the 

Commission revealed “a lack of accountability on the part of the OAS that surely the states 

- as funders - and civil society need to look at diligently.”  

 

● In 2020, Mr. Almagro fired the OAS’s Director of the Department for Sustainable 

Democracy and Special Missions, Steven Griner, whose career at the OAS spanned 27 

years and who was widely considered to be an upstanding, skilled professional. It appears 

that the decision to remove Mr. Griner was prompted by a complaint made by a US official 

appointed by President Trump. The OAS’s administrative tribunal ruled in favor of 

Griner’s reinstatement and, according to the Associated Press, “faulted Almagro for going 

https://cnnespanol.cnn.com/video/maccih-oea-luis-almagro-corrupcion-juan-orlando-denuncia-julio-arbizu-daniel-urrutia-intvw-aristegui/
https://criterio.hn/conozca-la-carta-integra-juan-jimenez-mayor-renunciando-cargo-jefe-la-maccih/
https://cepr.net/press-release/oas-should-retract-its-press-release-on-bolivian-election-cepr-co-director-says/
https://cepr.net/press-release/oas-should-retract-its-press-release-on-bolivian-election-cepr-co-director-says/
https://cepr.net/what-is-happening-in-bolivia-cepr-s-recent-work/
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/06/07/world/americas/bolivia-election-evo-morales.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2020/02/26/bolivia-dismissed-its-october-elections-fraudulent-our-research-found-no-reason-suspect-fraud/
https://cepr.net/report/observing-the-observers-the-oas-in-the-2019-bolivian-elections/
https://thehill.com/blogs/congress-blog/foreign-policy/515085-congress-should-investigate-oas-actions-in-bolivia/
https://www.oas.org/en/media_center/press_release.asp?sCodigo=E-064/20
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/06/07/world/americas/bolivia-election-evo-morales.html
https://apnews.com/article/brazil-19c9328689d0580d71167a3dcc20aab6
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/08/27/oas-leader-undermining-rights-body
https://www.oas.org/en/iachr/media_center/PReleases/2020/202.asp
https://www.oas.org/en/iachr/media_center/PReleases/2020/202.asp
https://apnews.com/article/caribbean-uruguay-03f3ffda8d22817448f5a39f3b2a3dca
https://apnews.com/article/caribbean-uruguay-03f3ffda8d22817448f5a39f3b2a3dca
https://www.outertemple.com/alex-haines-and-victoria-brown-achieve-a-landmark-win-before-the-oas-administrative-tribunal/
https://www.outertemple.com/alex-haines-and-victoria-brown-achieve-a-landmark-win-before-the-oas-administrative-tribunal/
https://apnews.com/article/caribbean-uruguay-03f3ffda8d22817448f5a39f3b2a3dca
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along with a discredited inspector general’s report based on what it called a ‘glaring 

falsehood.’” 

 

Each instance of alleged wrongdoing cited above is extremely troubling and could, on its own, 

provide sufficient grounds for sanctioning Mr. Almagro and removing him from his post . The 

reputation of the Organization of American States has already been significantly damaged as a 

result of the controversy surrounding each of these allegations.   

 

In order to help fully restore the credibility and reputation of the OAS in the region, we respectfully 

ask that you instruct the newly confirmed representative of the US at the OAS to use his voice and 

vote to support additional independent investigations into these alleged cases of wrongdoing by 

the OAS Secretary General. As the largest financial contributor to the OAS, our government must 

ensure that the organization’s leadership remains fully accountable for any violation of the 

organization’s ethics rules and of the principles that guide its mission.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

 

Henry C. “Hank” Johnson, Jr. 

Member of Congress 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Susan Wild 

Member of Congress 

 

 
 
 
 

Cori Bush 
Member of Congress  

 

 
 
 
 

Ilhan Omar 
Member of Congress 

Jan Schakowsky 

Member of Congress 

 

 
Ayanna Pressley 

Member of Congress 
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Rashida Tlaib 
Member of Congress 

 

 
 

Eleanor Holmes Norton 
Member of Congress 

  


